Generalized and Lateralized Rhythmic Patterns.
The relationship between generalized and lateralized rhythmic delta activity (RDA) and seizures is more ambiguous than the relationship between periodic discharges and seizures. Although frontally predominant generalized RDA is not associated with seizures, occipitally predominant RDA may be associated with the absence of seizures. Lateralized RDA seems to be more strongly associated with the presence of seizure activity. Appropriate recognition of generalized RDA and lateralized rhythmic delta activity may be confounded by benign etiologies of RDA, such as phi rhythm, slow alpha variant, subclinical rhythmic electrographic discharges of adults, or hyperventilation-induced high-amplitude rhythmic slowing. Angelman syndrome and NMDA-receptor antibody encephalitis can also produce morphologically distinct patterns of RDA.